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he suddenly arose, pushed his chair back noisily, gathered
up his papers and blotting-pad, walked, coolly down the
whole length of the table, took a chair, and sate down
amongst the five democrats. Temrne writes : " He joined
us with the words, * Those people are too stupid for me/
pointing to the end of the table he had just quitted. He
was probably not far wrong. His manner towards us was
extremely polite, and we remained good neighbours,
although often politically at odds, and that sharply. It
was certainly curious to observe how, from our little group
at the democratic end of the table, the most vigorous
attacks conceivable were made upon reaction, aristocracy
and Junkerdom, varied every now* and them by an onslaught
of ultra-Junkerish vehemence upon democracy. Thus, I
remember upon one occasion (I think it was during the
debate upon the proposed suspension of the state of siege
in Berlin) that Herr von Bismarck said to his neighbour
d'Ester: *If I were in command, I would at once have
you shot;' to which d'Ester promptly replied, 'Well,
Herr von Bismarck, if ever we come to power, I will have
you hanged.'"

This is an outrageous perversion of facts. Bismarck could
not migrate from the Conservative to the Democratic region
of the table, because the Deputies were not sorted out ac-
cording to their political opinions, but sat mixed altogether
quite haphazard; and he could not have uttered the words
attributed to him by Temme, firstly, because he was a man
of good breeding, and secondly, because the Conservatives
present were anything but " stupid." (Amongst them, for
example, was Stiehl, an extremely clever bureaucrat). As
to the exchange of remarks with d'Ester, the following is
the truth of that matter. The diminutive gentleman in
question came to the committee-meeting one day in a very